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This edition of Departamento begins with a domestic story: two libraries,
two ways of organising the world, two systems of thought that have
coexisted for more than eighteen years without ever merging — living,
as it were, costas com costas, back to back. Geographically separate, the
libraries of Ana Vidigal and Irene Flunser Pimentel reveal almost oppo-
site tastes, methods and obsessions. If we borrow the metaphors the
pair themselves use to describe their roles — the housekeeper and the
night watchman — the contrast becomes immediately apparent. They
have never shared books; not one belongs to both. With no apparent
overlap between them, they now find themselves unexpectedly brought
into proximity.

Around four months ago, due to building works in her home,
Irene temporarily moved into Ana’s house. Living together became una-
voidable, yet the libraries did not migrate. The books remained where
they had always been. Even so, Trene kept buying books. Around thirty
of them now gather in a corner of the corridor, stacked in small piles on

the floor. They do not enter the bedroom. They do not settle in the llvmg )

room. Nor do they dare cross the threshold of Ana’s studio.

The installation of Costas com Costas accepts this difference:
the shelves of the cabinet that houses the two libraries respect the
organisation of each, as though their respective territories had been
preserved intact. (continues on the front...)
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| IRENE FLUNSER PIMENTEL (1950, Lisbon) is a historian [=——
-— specialised in modern Portuguese history, with particular focus on the Estado I
- e Novo and its structures of political repression. Her research has been instrumental B

SO in advancing the understanding of the regime’s political police, the plenary courts, R
its women’s organisations, and the memory of the Holocaust in Portugal. Her -

= work combines rigorous scholarship with a strong public dimension, contributing =
T — to making complex and decisive aspects of Portugal’s recent history accessible to W
\ \ wider audiences. { !

0 Departamento s Estudo das Bibiotecas (provisoriamente fechads para inventdtio etern ) volta a abrir O Armdirio, g
mbvel que acolheu mais de cinguenia intervengits antisticas orgamzadas por Benedsta Pesiana. Agora, com Francisca Portugal, g
transforma-se Yemporariamente em biblioteca, revelando obsessoes coleccionadas pelos convidadas, mapeando g

4 desotdem metieulosa de afinidades pessoas, métodbs de trabalbo ¢ universos de referéncia., :
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~ | ANAVIDIGAL (1960, Lisbon) is a visual artist
| whose practice, centred on painting, drawing and collage, engages with themes of e |
| personal and collective memory, traditional visual culture and literary references. Her _—_
SUAN work explores questions of identity and the social construction of memory througha \ <
| poetic and narrative language that combines intimacy, irony and a critical reflection D
~ | onsocial structures. Over the course of her career, she has developed an extensive |
—— body of work, both in exhibition contexts and through projects of artistic integration
\. f in public space.
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T (...continuation of the front)  Ana has lived in the same building for more
than four decades, beside the Feira da Ladra flea market, which has long .

served as a vast open-air archive of images. There, she collects photo- N\

' graphs and magazines, many dating from the 1960s, which she later N
incorporates into her paintings through a laborious collage process. N

~ Though not a historian, she is a singular archivist of visual survivals,
evident in the care with which she preserves, orders and reintroduces \
these forms within her painterly practice. N |||
‘ It is in her collection that cookbooks and travel guides occasion- \
ally appear, hinting at a territory shared by both women: a common field,
though archived only by Ana, who gathers these volumes in her library, {
where they become the material memory of a shared experience — and NIE
that may yet find its way into a future painting. N ||
In Irene’s library, academic volumes, reference editions and books

in several languages predominate, echoing familial and geographical
trajectories. These are sources, evidence, counterpoints, the tools that
sustain years of research. Yet the selection presented here introduces an /
/ element of chance: because of the renovations, the library is currently J;L
A\

e ]
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packed away, and the books on display are drawn from a single box.

] Despite their apparent incompatibilities, both operate in relation
' to the past. Ana produces forms from images that emerge through
accumulation and montage; Irene constructs history through the inter-
pretation of traces. Between the rigour of historical inquiry and the

=017,
| 2

freedom of the studio, these two libraries reveal not only distinct working
methods, but also different — and unexpectedly complementary —
ways of inhabiting the world.

Costas com Costas is therefore, at once, archive and fiction:
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two ways of organising memory and working with the past that do not
reconcile, but remain in a productive tension.
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